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In 1988 we brought back the mosaic 

from the limbo of history to the modern 

era.

We have given it a name 
(SICIS), a shape (tessera size 

15x15mm), a life (The SICIS Collections), 

a material (glass, marble, steel, 

Murano Smalto, Glimmer, Waterglass, 

Firefly, Iridium, Crystal, Diamonds, Clover, 

Tephra, Natural) and a future.

We built our house (Factory) 

in Italy and created an art 
industry.

The largest in the world.

We introduced it to the world of design 

and everyone was fascinated by our 

product. It has been and is used worldwide 

in important projects of all kinds.

Who, not knowing SICIS, used imitations 

was disappointed by the results. Many try 

to copy us, many let the customers believe 

that mosaic is only a small tile. It is not.

This document aims to provide some 

information to SICIS customers, how our 

product is made, our mosaic, how it is 

supplied, what it allows to do and why it is 

unique and exclusive.
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SICIS produces entirely in Italy, in the Ravenna area, all the 

collections of Murano glass tiles.

Following the ancient method, the tesserae are composed of silicon and 

minerals melted at very high temperatures and it is the content itself 
that determines their quality and the first substantial 
difference with all the rest of the products on the market.

SICIS is the only company in the world to put a proportion of 70% of precious 

minerals, while the other manufacturers use exactly the opposite parameter.

The supply of minerals qualifies their excellent 
characteristics, strength, brightness, iridescence, 
transparency, coloring.

Mosaicour
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Our format 15x15mm

In 1988, glass mosaic was known in the 20x20mm 

format.

SICIS produces a unique mosaic, with different 

and precious materials. To make itself immediately 

recognizable in the market, therefore it creates 

an unedited format that identifies the company. 

This avoids being confused and being able to 

immediately highlight the originality of its tesserae.

identity
our
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Mosaicour

Unique tiles for a unique product

The other important 
difference is the tessera 
itself.
SICIS, starting from the study of 

traditional techniques, has developed 

and patented an industrial 
production system 
that allows to create 
its tesserae as in the 
tradition, each different from the 

other. Each tile is unique, not 

planar, to allow the vibration of the 

light, and with some unique marks 

as in past. In all other productions 

on an industrial scale, the tesserae 

are all the same, opaque in color, 

rough on the surface. The others’ tiles 

are therefore not mosaic but simple 

tiles, completely losing the intrinsic 

meaning, the charm of the mosaic, 

the art.

SICIS entire mosaic chain is the result 

of a wise and rigorous development 

and experimentation activity, avant-

garde and pride of the Italian industry, 

in total harmony with the artisan 

dynamics that dictate the guidelines.
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Original

SICIS mosaic, compared to lower quality glass 

mosaics, has:

• smaller tesserae

• smoother and brighter surface

• fuller colors

• greater resistance

Compared to lower quality 
glass mosaics

smalto
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The material

More than 400 possible colors are forged 

from the Ravenna production department thanks to the 

quantity and quality of these minerals. 

The essence of pure matter, the naturalness of the 

process often creates influences even on the precise 

shade of a color, generating different shades of the 

same color, due to climate, temperature, and other 

environmental factors.

The company has also developed new methodologies 

for creating the mosaic in marble, stones and metals 

from the most precious ones, such as gold, platinum, 

silver and other metals, such as steel, tesserae with 

traditional and unusual shapes.

These mosaics will be told and explained in separate 

communications.

Mosaicour
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Colors 
Neutral tones: from glacial whites to the 

darker blacks.
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Warm earth tones: brown, bronze, beige 

and copper.

Colors 
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From lilium rose up to intense violet, light 

up like silks and fine velvets.

Colors 
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Bright reds fade to orange hues and reach 

gold tones.

Colors 
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Intense yellows like sunbeams, fade to soft 

tones and start again towards emerald 

greens.

Colors 
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The colors of nature par excellence, green 

in all its shades.

Colors 
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The transparency of the sky, the clouds, 

down to the deep sea. You get lost in a 

journey made of air and water.

Colors 
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Colors 
The boards of three-dimensional tiles.
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Colors 
Many colors for unique and inimitable formats.
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8 Formats
8 Shapes /
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16 Finishings
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sheet size 29,6x29,6cm
Firefly - Mauritius

Quartz aventurine 
The glares given by quartz.
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sheet size 29,6x29,6cm
Colibrì - Yannal Tide

Tide finish
Tesserae with a soft wavy surface.
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sheet size 29,5x29,5cm
Antigua - Roma

Ancient finish
Uneven surfaces and edges, as per ancient traditions.
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sheet size 29,5x29,5
Glimmer - Persimmon

Transparent finish
Semi-transparent tiles to allow imaginative play of light.
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sheet size 29,4x27,6cm
Neoglass - Barrels 521S

Metallic effect
Shining and iridescent metallic reflections.
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Item 1, sheet size 30,4x30cm
Crystal - Galena 

Brilliant finish
Finishes with a shiny effect.
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sheet size 31,6x29,3cm
Petites Fleurs Magnolia

Iridescent effect
Iridescent and pearly details.
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sheet size 29,6x29,6cm
Tephra - Anorth

Bush hammered finish
Uneven and corrugated surface.
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sheet size 28,6x28,3cm
Clover - Blackened

Solid finish
Full, solid, pure colors.
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Item 02 sheet size 25,9x26,6cm
Diamond - Excelsior Satin

Satin finish
Matte and regular finishes.
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sheet size 25,9x25,3cm

Neoglass - 210,5 Satin Domes 

Several thickness
Many different thicknesses for commercial use.
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Sheet size 25,4x28,4cm
Structura - Sunstone Uneven 

Wood finish
Wooden tesserae.
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Sheet size 25,4x28,4cm
Structura

Tridimensional
Tesserae with different thicknesses and sizes.
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1. Reflection of light 

SICIS Murano glass mosaic, thanks to the refined 

irregularity of the tesserae, concave or convex, it 

reflects the light not uniformly, thus giving the surface 

of the mosaic illuminated by the light an iridescent and 

dynamic appearance. This effect is enhanced with both 

sunlight and artificial light and is relevant both indoors 

and outdoors.

Three characteristics of
SICIS mosaic

on light
depending
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2. Reflectance 

understood as the Solar reflectance index (RSI), since there are 

different interpretations for reflectance according to the regulatory 

framework. 

Relevant only externally as it is a property that simulates the 

behaviour of a surface when exposed to sunlight only. A building 

material with a high reflection index laid outdoors allows to reduce 

the “heat island” effect.

This is also relevant as it allows to obtain points under the LEED 

protocol or other environmental sustainability standards. Now, 

thanks to the fact that the surface of the laid mosaic is composed for 

approx. 25% of grout, it is also possible for dark colored mosaics 

(which normally would have a low RSI solar reflection index) to 

counterbalance with grouts that have a high index and obtain a 

relatively high result for a dark colored surface.

Three characteristics of
SICIS mosaic

on light
depending
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3. Photocatalysis
Relevant for outdoors; also relevant for indoors when the mosaic laid indoors is 

sufficiently exposed to sunlight.

Some glass mosaic collections contain titanium dioxide in the anatase form, 

recognizable by the presence of iridescence. This makes the mosaic:

•        self-cleaning / anti-pollutant (sunlight reacts by transforming air pollutants 

into soluble salts and water, acting as a solvent, eliminates them by facilitating 

surface cleaning)

•        antibacterial (the oxidizing power of the radicals produced in the 

photocatalytic reaction inhibits the proliferation of bacteria and mold)

Three characteristics of
SICIS mosaic

on light
depending
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The term “biophilia” literally means “love of life and living systems”.

It was first used by Erich Fromm (c. 1965) to describe a psychological 

orientation of attraction from all that is alive and vital.

The biophilia hypothesis suggests that there is an instinctive link between 

humans and other living organisms.

Edward O. Wilson introduced and popularized the hypothesis in his book 

entitled Biophilia (1984): “the connections that human beings subconsciously 

seek with the rest of living beings”.

Unlike phobias, which are aversions and fears that people have towards 

things in the natural world, philie are the positive attractions and feelings 

that people have towards certain habits, activities and objects in their 

natural environment.

SICIS
Biophilia

 Sustainability
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SICIS
Biophilia

 Sustainability



38

SICIS
Biophilia

 Sustainability
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SICIS uses three different types of supports according to 

the project.

1. Support on paper 

is used in industrial application.

It is suitable to use on transparent or backlit surfaces. It 

has a lower cost than other types of mesh but it requires 

skilled installers and has higher costs.

The speed of laying a mosaic on paper 
is approximately 7sqm in 8 hours. 

of support
three different

types
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2. Support on fiber 
mesh

is used in particular for the mosaics of the Murano 

and Iridium collections. Given the greater ease of 

installation and therefore the greater speed, it is 

the most used mode. Laboratory tests have in fact 

demonstrated the tear resistance of the mosaic on 

the net. A mosaic on the mesh allows 
to obtain on average 15 m2 in 8 
hours, doubling the laying speed and therefore 

allowing to reduce costs, both in terms of time 

and of the adhesive used.It is ideal for laying in 

swimming pools and outside buildings, because it 

allows excellent adhesion to the concrete substrate 

which avoids the risk of detachment of the tiles.
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resistance test
the tear

Watch the video

on mesh
of SICIS mosaic

https://youtu.be/ojkz_wI_cdo
https://youtu.be/ojkz_wI_cdo
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SICIS mesh mosaic has tear resistance guarantees higher than that 

made with a concrete base. These have been proven by laboratory 

tests carried out by the Bologna Ceramic Center, for which certificates 

have been issued which can be consulted in the attached document.
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Examples of tear resistance of mosaics, 

produces by other companies, made 

with a concrete base.

These cases show that over time the card 

detaches easily from the base surface. 

mosaics
other
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in outdoor
SICIS mosaics

architecture
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in swimming pools
SICIS mosaics
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3. Support on exclusive 
SICIS fabric 
It is used for artistic mosaics.

They are useful for laying mosaic on 
plexiglass or glass in order to obtain a 

backlit effect. It also allows laying on a concrete 

base. 
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2005. Laticrete and 

Kerakoll certify that SICIS 

filtering fabric is suitable 

with their adhesives to 

obtain the performances 

listed above. 

pull
tests
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FAQ
Can the tesserae come off?
If laid according to the instructions contained in the official SICIS installation manual, the tiles do not come off and remain perennial.

The mosaic has a defect, it is different from what I ordered. Why?
Please check the type of mosaic you ordered. If the ordered mosaic is supplied pre-assembled on paper then the visible face of the 

mosaic, before being installed, is actually the rear one, because the front one is facing the paper.

Do I have to install the mosaic tile by tile?
No, the mosaic is pre-assembled by SICIS before being shipped and supplied in 30x30cm (approx) sheets to facilitate installation.

The tesserae are all irregular and have holes, are they damaged?
No, being a natural product and made according to traditional techniques, its irregularities are unique characteristics of the SICIS 

product. Each tessera is unique. There may be differences in shades, small imperfections or a slight cracking effect.

But is your mosaic suitable for wet areas?
Obviously yes, being our mosaic created with minerals and natural materials, and if installed correctly it does not fear chemical 

additives.

Can mosaic be used to make a Turkish bath?
Yes. SICIS mosaic is made with minerals and natural materials that do not fear humidity or high temperatures. For application in wet 

areas such as Turkish baths or swimming pools, it is important to use special adhesives and follow the instructions contained in the 

installation manual.
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Does the iridescence go away with time?
No, because it is a component used in the production of glass tesserae itself.

Does mosaic resist high and low temperatures?
Our mosaic is made according to traditional methods with high percentages of minerals that help strengthen the tiles and make them 

resistant to temperature changes.

Why the tiles have not a perfectly regular clean cut?
The tesserae are produced following traditional techniques, using a casting method patented by SICIS. In this way the tiles are not 

perfectly regular, a unique feature of the SICIS mosaic.

How is the mosaic laid on paper? Do the tiles go under or above?
The mosaic with paper support must be laid with the free part attached to the support surface, then with the paper facing upwards. 

Once the laying is complete, the paper must then be removed.

In the Diamond collection, are Item 02, T45 and H1 different forms of chips?
No, the tiles in the Diamond collection are all rhomboid in shape and of the same size. However, it is possible to vary the angle in the 

juxtaposition of one card to another, to create different types of patterns (grid, herringbone, floral).

Does the mosaic last over time?
SICIS mosaic is made with traditional methods and high percentages of minerals that contribute to giving it strength and brilliance 

lasting over time. If installed following the specific instructions of our installation manuals, it resists wear and the strength of time.
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For any information on our mosaics or to find the installation manuals you can 

visit our website

www.sicis.com

Our staff is at your disposal throughout the territory.


